
Why hold a referendum?

In 1973, the UK joined the European Economic
Community (EEC). Over time this has developed to
become the European Union we are part of today. In
the last 40 years, more and more European countries
have joined the EU, ceding some of their national
powers to Brussels.

Successive treaty amendments have seen
fundamental changes in the relationship between

Britain and the EU.
Among the changes
are the extension of
qualified majority
voting, which is where
countries acting in
the majority, can
overrule others. The
EU is also able to
make laws in many
more areas and there
has been the removal

of vetoes, making it hard for a country to block a law
they disagree with and that could damage them.

In short, a lot has changed since the last time the
British people had a say on this in the referendum of
1975. 

The 2015 Conservative election manifesto promised
the British people a referendum on whether or not 
we should stay in the European Union. After winning
the election the new Conservative government began
negotiations with the 27 other governments of the
EU on changes to UK’s relationship with the EU.

How and When?

In February 2016, having reached an agreement with
other EU governments, the British Prime Minister
announced that the referendum will take place on
Thursday 23 June 2016.

The following question will be put to the British people:

“Should the United Kingdom remain a
member of the European Union or
leave the European Union?”

Who can vote?

British, Irish and Commonwealth citizens, over the 
age of 18, who are resident in the UK or Gibraltar. UK
nationals who have lived overseas for less than 15 years.

More information can be found at:
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
www.strongerin.co.uk
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SYED KAMALL MEP
Syed Kamall is the Conservative MEP for London
and the leader of the European Conservatives 
and Reformists (ECR), the third largest of the 

eight political groups in the European Parliament.
He wrote this pocket guide to help voters who

have yet to decide how they will vote in 
the in/out referendum in June.

Ways to contact Syed

Feel free to contact Syed about any European or
London issues using the details below:

syed.kamall@europarl.europa.eu

020 7041 9025
www.syedkamall.co.uk

@syedkamall
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The REMAIN argument

The LEAVE argument

• In 2015 the UK government paid £13 billion to the EU budget while
EU spent £4.5 billion on the UK, so UK’s net contribution was £8.5
billion. We could spend more money on UK if we left the EU.

• We could have a “fair immigration" policy where everyone coming
from outside the UK would be treated equally. We would not have
to discriminate against people from non-EU countries including
Commonwealth nations while letting anyone in from other EU
countries.

• Great Britain would have the freedom to sign our own trade
agreements without being held back by protectionist EU countries.

• Leaving would remove Britain from “the European Project” of
political union and the trappings of statehood such as “an EU army”
eventually leading to a European super state.

• We would keep our democracy.  UK laws can be overturned by
voting for a new government to repeal the unpopular legislation.
You can’t change EU laws by voting for a new government.

• When Denmark and Ireland voted against EU treaties, they were
offered better terms and a second referendum. If we voted to leave,
the EU might offer the UK a better deal and a second referendum.

• Uncertainty: Voting to stay in the EU is not a vote for the status
quo. The EU will continue towards further political integration and
the Remain campaign cannot tell you or won’t tell you what
staying in the EU would look like.

Do you agree?

1. National Parliaments 
& Sovereignty

Different Member States want different things
from the EU. Some have the Euro, some are
members of the no-borders Schengen Agreement.
Some call for ‘more European integration’, while
others want less.

The Prime Minister believes that not all EU
Member States should be forced to accept the
principle of “ever closer union” contained in the
EU treaties.  In addition, groups of national
governments acting together, will be able to block
EU legislation when it damages their national
interests. The UK government claims this will
make the EU more accountable to national
governments and citizens of EU countries.

What changes are we asking for?

4 key changes are needed

3. Freedom to work NOT 
freedom to claim

As more countries joined the EU, the difference in
income levels between member states grew wider.
This resulted in significant economic migration as
people understandably sought better lives in
richer EU countries.  The UK government accepts
that the principle of Freedom of Movement
(migration within the EU) for workers is not up for
negotiation but wants to tackle benefits abuse.
The Prime Minister has asked for a fairer amount
paid in child benefits and a 4 year wait until
newcomers can claim in-work benefits.

Any decision on the future enlargement of the EU
should be made with consideration of the
pressures of migration within the EU.

2. Economic governance

The problems of the euro have not yet 
been resolved.  In order to maintain stability,
countries that have adopted the euro as their
currency - known as the eurozone - will have to
work closer together.

However, we need to ensure fair treatment for EU
countries that are not in the eurozone, but are in
the Single Market. Eurozone counties cannot be
allowed to “caucus” or gang up to outvote non-
eurozone countries especially on issues that have
nothing to do with eurozone governance.

We must also make sure taxpayers in non-
eurozone countries never have to bail out
Eurozone members.

4. Competitiveness

Companies and entrepreneurs must be 
able to compete globally, which means boosting
open trade and making the single market fit for
the digital age.  Small businesses need to be
championed by cutting the red tape that hinders
growth.

We need new trade deals and less burdensome
regulation to advance the single market and
provide value for the taxpayer's money.

The EU needs to focus on delivering jobs and
prosperity as well as respecting the diversity and
preferences of 28 member states. It must be
genuinely accountable.

• Leave and we would need to negotiate brand new trade agreements
with the EU and non-EU countries that may not be as beneficial as
the ones we currently have.

• London may not remain Europe’s leading financial service centre.

• We would have to abide by European single market rules and may
still need to pay the EU a large contribution - like Norway - yet
have no say over shaping the rules.

• Freedom of movement within the EU would end and could lead to
British ex-pats returning home and EU citizens leaving the UK.

• The world is a more unstable place again and being part of the EU
may protect us more.

• If the UK voted to leave the EU but a majority of Scotland voted
to remain, the SNP could have a mandate for a second referendum
on Scotland remaining in the UK, which could lead to a break-up
of the UK.

• Uncertainty. The Leave campaign cannot agree what life outside
the EU would look like for the UK.
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